INTRODUCTION
The QADIS survey project is a joint initiative of the Alma Mater Studiorum -University of Bologna and the State Board of Antiquities and Heritage (SBAH). The findings presented here were analyzed in the frame of the EU funded project "EDUU -Educational and Cultural Heritage Enhancement for Social Cohesion in Iraq" (EuropeAid CSO-LA/2016/382-631).
The first, second and third field seasons took place in January and October 2016 and in January 2017 respectively. We report here on the general survey activities of the first two seasons, providing detailed information on 40 sites newly identified in addition to Adams 1981 . The survey area ( Fig. 1) follows the administrative borders of the region of Qadisiyah to the South and East (including part of the Delmej basin), and it stops around the town of Afak to the NorthWest.
excavations at the sites of Tell Dhuhaia, Bismaya/Adab (Al-Doori et al. 2001 -2002 The main aims of the QADIS project are to produce a new understanding of a multi-layered archaeological landscape through cutting-edge documentation techniques, to plot -with the greatest possible detail -urban plans from visible surface remains coupled with their fine chronological attribution through systematic collections of surface materials (which also define the functional interpretation of the urban sectors), to connect epigraphic sources with settlement patterns, to map the landscape of silted channels also studying its historical development and, in general, to check and update the bulk of Adams' seminal results through an integrated survey methodology (Marchetti et al. in press a; in press b).
RESULTS OF THE 2016-2017 SURVEY SEASONS
The 2016-2017 campaigns focused on a large area extending from Tell Drehem and the Delmej reservoir to the N-NW until Bismaya/Adab and Tell Jidr/Karkar to the SE ( Fig. 1) (Marchetti et al. in press a; in press b). The site has been identified after the works for the construction of the mosque, as it was buried by a thick packing of clay (about 1.5-2 m). In addition, agricultural fields damaged the extreme western limit of the site, while a modern street running along the channel cover part of the site. Material are mostly coming from the dumps of the building. 
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DISCUSSIONS AND CONCLUSIONS
The new data collected during the 2016 and 2017 campaigns of the QADIS survey project indicate a higher settlement density especially as far as the late 3 rd -early 2 nd millennium BC and the ParthianSasanian periods are concerned (Fig. 2) . Most of the sites exposed are very small, flat and often very difficult to identify without the support of satellite imagery. Moreover, many of them are severely damaged by modern crop or looting. Along with the new sites exposed, remote 
